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In all the vexations and defilements hides the Tathagata
nature, which is clearly perfect and complete. It is like
the gold in the stone, the fire in the wood, the water
underneath the ground, the cheese in the milk, the oil in
the sesame, the sprout in the seed, the hidden treasure in
the cache, the statue in the mould, the fetus in the womb,
and the sun in the cloud. This is why I say that there is
Tathagatagarbha in the vexations.

Bodhisattva-gocaropdaya-visaya-vikurvana-nirdesa, Vol. 9
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The no-self dharmas of the two vehicles (Sravaka and
Pratyekabuddha) are all to observe the mundane
dharmas of the aggregates, fields and divisions, and to
realize that all of them are impermanent, suffering,
empty, impure, and without self. This is the truth about
the mundane dharmas of the aggregates, fields and
divisions. Hence it is called the mundane truth.
However, those mundane dharmas of the aggregates,
fields and divisions can only arise depending on the
essence of Tathagatagarbha, which is non-active
dharma. The Tathagatagarbha (basic consciousness)
itself is possessed of the flawless, active and everlasting
dharma-nature, which can give rise to all dharmas.
Therefore, it is both the Emptiness Tathagatagarbha and
the Non-emptiness Tathagatagarbha.

The Correct Meanings of “The Agama Sutras”, Vol. 5
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