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Remarkably profound, the Tathagatagarbha coexists with
the seven consciousnesses; therefrom arise two aspects
of grasping, from which the wise would keep away.
The true mind, like a mirror reflecting the external world,
has been permeated with habitual seeds since
beginningless time.  When this fact is faithfully
observed, all worldly affairs are really negligible. As
the ignorant, while seeing a finger pointing at the moon,
focus on the finger instead of the moon, so those who
cling to the words cannot see my truth. The true mind
IS an adept magician; the mind-root and
mind-consciousness are the co-performers; the five
sense-consciousnesses are the companions, and the
delusive thoughts are the audience.

The Lankavatara Sutra, Vol. 4
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There is neither knowing nor seeing in remainderless-nirvana.
Concerning the bhiksus who have experienced liberation firsthand,
their perceptive minds still exist and they are certainly perceptive
as well as cognizant, but Buddha said that they neither know nor
see. This is because the bhiksus already know, from Buddha, that
in nirvana all dharmas including consciousness-aggregate are
extinguished, and there are certainly no perception, no knowing,
and no seeing. Hence Buddha said, “Liberated bhiksus of
flawless mind neither know nor see.” In other words, if there are
still the phenomena of the six sense-consciousnesses, then the
following corollary is evident: The conceptus-dwelling
consciousness still coexists with the six sense-consciousnesses and
mind-root; it is thus still within the scope of three-realm; this is
still not the liberated state of no-self in remainderless-nirvana;
there is hence still perception—in particular knowing and
seeing—regarding the six sense-objects. After the aggregates,
fields and divisions are extinguished, the original consciousness
alone neither knows nor sees. This is how the bhiksus of
wisdom-liberation know and see regarding the liberation and
nirvana, before entering remainderless-nirvana. Therefore Buddha
said, “Know and see as such.”

The Correct Meanings of “The Agama Sutras™, Vol. 3
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