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Gautama’s dharma body has the wonderful form, which
is always crystal clear. Constantly clean and tranquil, it
appears like an empty space. This dharma body is
exactly the same as those residing in all sentient beings.
This state is too profound to be understood by both
solitary-realizers and sound-hearers.

Bodhisattva-gocardpaya-visaya-vikurvana-nirdesa, Vol. 9
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The internal or external consciousness is defined by
whether it can perceive or not perceive the six
sense-objects. The six sense-consciousnesses, or
consciousness skandhas, are the consciousnesses which
can perceive the six sense-objects, and only reside in the
inner supreme sense-organs; they can perceive only the
internal six-entrances, not the external ones directly, and
therefore they are the internal consciousnesses which
can only reside in the five aggregates. However, never
perceiving the internal six-entrances, the basic
consciousness, or embryo-dwelling consciousness, can
touch the external ones directly through the five
sense-organs instead, and thus it is called the external
consciousness. Nevertheless, the external consciousness
can not understand and perceive the internal or external
six-sense-objects, but only transforms the external
six-entrances into the internal ones directly for the
internal consciousness (six sense-consciousnesses) to
perceive, so it is called the external consciousness
accordingly.

The Correct Meanings of “The Agama Sutras™, Vol. 5
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