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The bodhi that I realize is void of appearances and
mental states. Why is it said to be void of appearances
and mental states? Sariputra, bodhi is said to be void of
appearances because it has no eye-consciousness, and
void of mental states because it does not perceive any
form. Likewise, it is said to be void of appearances
because it has no mind-consciousness, and void of
mental states because it does not perceive any dharma.

The Mahar atnakuta Sutra, Vol. 39
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The Emptiness Tathagatagarbha means that the
embryo-entering consciousness itself neither is a dharma
of the form-aggregate, nor does it respond to the various
vexations of the six sense-objects, and always free from
the self-view and the attachments to the self and the
self-belongings. Therefore, it is called the Emptiness
Tathagatagarbha. These are its non-active functions. The
Non-emptiness Tathagatagarbha means that it does
really exist, and is a true mind with true intrinsic natures.
It can give rise to all dharmas, including the eighteen
divisions of sense and those vexations of the self-view
corresponding to the consciousness-aggregate, as well
as the mountains, the rivers, the great earth, and the
world. Therefore, it is called the Non-emptiness
Tathagatagarbha. These are its flawless and active
functions. For these reasons, Tathagatagarbha (basic
consciousness) is said to have both the active and
non-active functions. Although the intrinsic nature
of the Tathagatagarbha itself belongs to the non-active
realm, it can give rise to various mundane active
dharmas of the three-realms in response to the ignorance
and karma seeds.

The Correct Meanings of “ The Agama Sutras”, Vol. 5
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