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The wind element is wondrous, invisible, and without
a real form; so is the Alaya consciousness. The Alaya
consciousness can sustain a great or small body, a
mosquito or an elephant body. For example, the flame
of a bright lamp is wondrous enough to eliminate all
the darkness in a big or small room. So is the Alaya
consciousness, sustaining a great or small body in

accordance with the karmic causes.
The Maharatnakuta Sutra, Vol. 110
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Covering elimination realm, non-desire realm and
extinction realm, the realm of liberation is the distinct
functions of liberation to liberate oneself from life
and death. But please note a precondition: the
functions of liberation stated here are the functions of
the two-vehicle (Hinayana) nirvana being away from
segmental life-and-death and do not cover the functions
of liberation of the other two kinds of nirvana in
the great-vehicle (Mahayana) dharma, therefore not
covering the functions of liberation of the inherent,
intrinsic and pristine nirvana realized by bodhisattvas
and the non-dwelling nirvana of all buddhas.

The Correct Meanings of “The Agama Sutras™, Vol. 5
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