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The Alaya consciousness has identical situation. It is the
pure seed-nature of every Tathagata and is always defiled
at the stage of ordinary people. After having realized it,
bodhisattvas eliminate all ha bitual tendencies, and they
always treasure the entity o f A laya c onsciousness e ven
after having attained buddhahood.

The Mahayana Secret Magnificent Sutra, Vol. 3
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The internal consciousness or external consciousness i s
defined according to its arising-and-ceasing or everlasting
nature, respectively . Any everlasting mind owned by
sentient beings for one life time does not disappear after
abandoning the karm ic body, and it can give rebirth to
another life by entering the em bryo or give rebirth to
another life in heavenly realm to continue existing. It can
touch the external dharma and exists continuously, and is
therefore named external consciousness.

It is for only one lifetime th at the external consciousness
is owned by t he consciousness-aggregate. The six
consciousnesses of the cons ciousness-aggregate, which
own the external conscious ness, will disappear at
death; however, the external consciousness does not
disappear, and it will give re birth to another life to
continue existing.

The ext ernal cons ciousness can tou ch the ext ernal six
sense-objects and gene rate the internal six sen se-objects,
and continuously exists in the three-realms (tridhatus) and
never disappears, so it is named external consciousness.



The six consciousnesses of the consciousness-aggregate,
which own the external consciousness, can exist for only
one lifetime, and cannot be re born in t he next lifetim e,
1.e., it can not continue to ex ist in another place in the
next lifetime. None of the six consciousnesses of the
consciousness-aggregate can touch the external six
entrances; the consciousness-aggregate always d wells
in the five aggregates and can only touch the internal
six sense-objec ts. Therefor e, it is named in ternal
consciousness.

The Correct Meanings of The Agama Sutras, Vol. 5
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