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The eye-root always desires the lovely sight and dislikes
the displeasing sight. The ear-root always desires the
pleasing sound and dislikes the displeasing sound. The
nose-root always desires the pleasing smell and dislikes
the displeasing smell. The tongue-root always desires the
pleasing taste and dislikes the displeasing taste. The
body-root always desires the pleasing touch and dislikes
the displeasing touch. The root of the conscious mind
[Manas] always desires the pleasing mental object and
dislikes the displeasing mental object. Each of the six
sense-roots, which has its own functionality field and
state, does not desire other sense-roots’ states.

Samyukta-Agama Sutra, Vol. 43
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If one does not understand the six internal
sense-entrances, cannot face the attachment to the
six internal sense-entrances to eliminate it, and
merely eliminates the attachment to the six
external sense-entrances, what he eliminates is
only the attachment to external belongings, not the
self-attachment. It is because the six external
sense-entrances are external belongings, but the
six internal sense-entrances are internal dharmas
included in the self of five aggregates (skandhas)
and belong to the self-attachment.

The Correct Meanings of The Agama Sutras, Vol. 1
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