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What is the meaning of the ultimate emptiness sutra? All
Bhiksus! When the functions of the eyes arise, they start
from nowhere. When the functions of the eyes cease,
they disappear to nowhere. As such, the eyes, being
unreal, will cease after arising. The eyes and their
functions are merely karmic fruitions, not permanent
creators. Once the current aggregates cease upon one’'s
death, the aggregates of the next life, which differ from
those of the current life, will subsequently be born
without interruption in-between. One will be able to
eliminate the attachments to all the mundane dharmas by
well observing the aforesaid. Moreover, the attachments
of the ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind aggregates to
the mundane dharmas can be eliminated in a similar
manner. The mundane dharmas are born according to the
truth that a given existence will lead to the subsequent
existence, and a given arising will lead to the subsequent
arising. For example: ignorance conditions behavior,
behavior conditions consciousness, and so on. By
elaborating extensively on these links, one can
eventually induce the arising of the aggregation of pure
great sufferings. Furthermore, the given inexistence will
lead to the subsequent inexistence and the given



cessation will lead to the subsequent cessation; the
extinction of ignorance conditions the extinction of
behavior; the extinction of behavior conditions the
extinction of consciousness, and so on. Similarly, by
elaborating extensively on these links, one can
eventually induce the extinction of the aggregation of
pure great sufferings. Bhiksu! This is the dharma of the
ultimate emptiness sutra.

Samyukta-Agama Sutra, Vol. 13
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The true meaning of Buddhist practice is to cultivate the
mind. The practitioners of the Two-Vehicle Bodhi can
eliminate their self-attachment in accordance with the
right view practice of the six mind-king vijnanas. Thus,
after being permeated with cultivation, the mind-sense
field (Manas) will no longer cling to the intrinsic nature of
the six vijnanas nor to the Manas itself. For this reason,
the six vijnanas and the Manas are ready to have
themselves extinguished. Consequently, they are willing
to have themselves vanished upon death or during
transforming into bardo; hence they are able to validate
the state of remainderless nirvana.

The Correct Meanings of The Agama Sutras, Vol. 1
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