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All sentient beings own merits, virtues, and the great
power of sovereign independence. Even they are born
in the dangerous and difficult places, yet their Alaya
Consciousnesses always dwell in them to depend and
rest upon.

Mahayana Secret Sublime Sutra, Vol. 2
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Although the liberation realm is a non-active realm,
it possesses both flawless active dharmas and
flawless non-active dharmas. What are the flawless
active dharmas? For example, arhats have completely
eliminated the delusion on attachments, attained
flawlessness, and actually realized the flawless
dharmas. But prior to entering remainderless nirvana,
they continue to possess the functions of touching
the five sense-objects, moving around or resting,
experiencing and perceiving pain or comfort, and so
on. These all neutral dharmas continue existing under
the liberation functions, which come with personal
realization of the nirvana with remainder, and they
allow arhats to still survive in the human world to
take refuge in Sakyamuni, the World-Honored One.
These are the first category of flawless active
dharmas. Before arhats pass away, with the
conscious mind still existing, they can abide in
liberated realization state and possess the wisdom of
the Liberation-Way, and they also have the functions
to benefit other sentient beings in achieving the
liberation together. These are the second category of
flawless active dharmas. With these two types of



flawless active dharmas, arhats surely have the
mind-consciousness to experience the state of
liberation: knowing that they themselves are no
longer bound by the life-and-death of the
three-realms. That is why the non-activeness realized
by arhats is said to have the realm - with the
existence of functional distinctions on liberation —
namely, the liberation realm, which includes the
elimination realm, non-desire realm, and extinction
realm.

The Correct Meanings of the Agama Sutras, Vol. 5
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