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The existence of the form-skandha causes the affairs of
the form-skandha to arise; the sentient beings are
blinded with ignorance because of the attachment to the
form-skandha and mistaking the form-skandha for
real-self. Craving for the form-skandha ties sentient
beings’ heads and drives the sentient beings down the
long path of cyclic existence and transmigration of life
and death. The same is true of the sensation-skandha,
the perception-skandha, the formation-skandha, and
the vijnana-skandha.
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The whole reason why practitioners of the Mahayana
(the Great Vehicle) Dharma encounter obstacles and
cannot attain enlightenment is that they do not have
enough bodhisattva-nature—their mind-nature does not
match that of a bodhisattva. It is already so to get
enlightened; it is even more so to pass the checkpoint of
seeing buddha-nature.



Without fully inspired or adequate bodhisattva-nature,
one cannot pass the checkpoint of seeing buddha-nature.
In other words, the practitioner needs to continue to
cultivate the mind-nature of being a bodhisattva and
continue to cultivate the knowledge of Bodhisattva
Way. Nevertheless, the practitioner would depart from
the stage of the habit-driven seed-nature and instantly
enter the stage of First Practice once the practitioner has
fully acquired bodhisattva-nature and has clearly seen
buddha-nature. However, if bodhisattva-nature is not
fully acquired, it is absolutely impossible for the
practitioner to see buddha-nature, consequently the
practitioner will need to stay in the stage of
habit-driven seed-nature and practice for many kalpas;
once bodhisattva-nature is fulfilled and when the
practitioner can clearly see buddha-nature, then the
practitioner enters the stage of First Practice, and
begins the first Practice of the Ten Practices.
Therefore, one must inspire bodhisattva-nature first in
order to learn the Mahayana Dharma.

A Discourse on What Upasaka-Bodhisattva
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