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World-Honored One! From now on, until the
attainment of Buddhahood, if | see sentient beings who
are lonely, incarcerated, diseased, troubled, and
afflicted by various misfortunes and hardships, | will
not forsake them for even a moment, and will commit
to their security and tranquility; | will leave them only
after having benefited them through the Dharma and
liberated them from all their sufferings.

The Lion’ Roar of Queen Srimala, the single-vehicle great
expedience, the corrective and extensive Sutra
[Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra]
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Therefore, the ultimate benefit is certainly the benefit
which comes through the Dharma (lit. the meaning of
the Dharma). The practice of the four methods of
embracement — giving, using loving words, and so
forth — is only an expedient method. Eventually one
must go back to the Buddha dharma. When a
bodhisattva practices the four methods of
embracement, he or she should expediently guide
sentient beings to live by the Buddha dharma. This is
the delivering of benefits through the meaning of
Dharma, which relieves sentient beings from all
sufferings not only in this life but also in future lives
as well. Unless the bodhisattva can benefit them as
such, he or she should never forsake them.

A Discourse on the Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra,
\ol. 1, pp. 150-151
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