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What would one call form? These are called form: chill
Is form; heat, hunger, and thirst are form as well. What is
called sensation? To sense something is called sensation.
What are sensed? Suffering, happiness, or no suffering
and no happiness are sensed. Therefore it (to sense
something) is called sensation. What is called perception?
Perception is also cognition: cognizing blue, yellow,
white, black, suffering, or happiness. Therefore it is
called cognition. What is called formation? The term
formation refers to being able to accomplish, and it is
thus called. What are accomplished? Either evil or
virtuous deeds are accomplished. It is therefore called
formation. What is called consciousness? The term
consciousness refers to distinguishing right and wrong,
as well as all tastes, and therefore it is called
consciousness. Sons of deva! You should know these
five flourishing aggregates (skandhas), and know the
three evil paths, the deva path, and the human path.
Once these five flourishing aggregates cease, you will
know the path of nirvana.

Ekotarra Agama Sutra, \Vol. 28
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Ordinary people all fall into the perceptive natures of the
six vijnanas. We then call these “ordinary people
following the conditions of Buddha-nature” because
they take the six vijnanas for the Buddha of self-nature.
The six self-natures of the six vijnanas—seeing, hearing,
smelling, tasting, perceiving, and knowing—are all
functions manifested by the mental functions of
eye-vijnana, etc., including the sixth vijnana (the
mind-consciousness). Since these functions are
manifestations of the six vijnanas, surely they are
condition-arisen dharmas, which can arise and will
certainly cease. Therefore they are dharmas of
arising-and-ceasing.

The Correct Meanings of The Agama Sutras, Vol. 1
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