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There are two dharmas called nirvana realms. What are
the two kinds of nirvana realms? They are the nirvana
realm with remainder and the remainderless nirvana
realm. Why is it called the nirvana realm with remainder?
A bhiksu has eliminated the five lower fetters, and after
his death he will eventually enter the nirvana never
coming back to this human world. This condition is
called the nirvana realm with remainder. Why is it called
the remainderless nirvana realm? A bhiksu has
completely eliminated flawed dharmas and achieved
no-flaw; his conscious mind confirms that he has
achieved the liberation by wisdom from observing his
own behaviors; he can verify his own achievement and
play in the correct dharma; he truly realizes that he has
completely eliminated the ignorance of births-and-deaths,
accomplished the pure practice, and he will never
receive further being. This condition is called the
remainderless nirvana realm. They are the two kinds of
nirvana realms. One should pursue the convenient ways
to reach the remainderless nirvana realm.

Ekottara-Agama Sutra, Vol. 7
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Although all Buddha-Worlds are innumerable, in fact,
there is only one Buddha-World. All Buddha-Worlds,
which are innumerable multiples of the number of the
Ganges sand, actually mean just one Buddha-World.
This Buddha-World is called the Tathagatagarbha.
Every Tathagatagarbha is exactly a Buddha-World. All
Buddha-Worlds, surpassing the number of the Ganges
sand and being innumerable, are likewise existent based
on the Tathagatagarbha. If there were no Tathagatagarbha,
there would be no existence of Buddha-Worlds which
surpass the number of the Ganges sand and are
innumerable.

A Discourse on the Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra, VVol. 1
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