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A bhiksu should observe in such a way: the
sound-hearers dislike the eyes, dislike the forms, and
dislike the eye-vijnana; if pain or comfort arises
because of the eyes, they dislike it as well. They
dislike the ears, the sound, and the ear-vijnana; if pain
or comfort arises because of the ears, they dislike it as
well. They dislike the nose, the tongue, the body, the
conscious mind, and the mental objects; if pain or
comfort arises because of the conscious mind, they
dislike it as well. Having disliked all of them, the
sound-hearers can attain liberation; having attained
liberation, they can attain the liberation-wisdom: they
actually know the births-and-deaths have been
terminated, the pure practice has been accomplished,
what must be done has been done, and no further being

will they receive.

Ekottara-Agama Sutra, Vol. 14
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Why did the Buddha teach only Agama, but not prajna,
to certain people? Why did the Buddha teach at most
prajna to certain people, but not All-Seed-Prajna of
Vijnana-Only Vaipulya? What is the reason? Actually, it

i1s because the capacities and conditions of sentient



beings are all different. Therefore, there were so many
altogether-liberated arhats—some are even great arhats
with three insights and six supernatural powers—who
were unable to realize Tathagatagarbha or understand
prajna. This is because neither their conditions nor their
capacities were suitable. They only wanted to enter
remainderless nirvana after death and did not want to
take on the responsibility of the Tathagata’s family. Nor
did they want to benefit or save other sentient beings
while saving themselves life after life. This is why the
Buddha taught only the correct meanings of
way-seed-prajna of Vijnana-Only Vaipulya to the senior
bodhisattvas or the bodhisattvas with sharp capacities,
while teaching only Agama, but not prajna or Vaipulya,
to the arhats. In other words, true equality should be
based on the observed conditions and capacities.
Therefore, equality should refer to an equal footing,
rather than an equal result on an affair. Only with such a

mentality can true equality exist.

A Discourse on the Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra, Vol. 1
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