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Although a bodhisattva benefits and guides all
sentient beings, he or she has no attachment to

them. This is the Bodhisattva practice.

Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra, Vol. 2
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After a bodhisattva becomes enlightened, eliminating his
or her self-attachment is not the first priority. Instead,
the focus is on eliminating habitual vexations and on
acquiring a thorough understanding of prajna
[transmundane wisdom]. The purpose of not eliminating
self-attachment is to alow a bodhisattva to benefit and
guide sentient beings life after life (for the infinite future
lives, the bodhisattva does not enter remainderless
nirvana but widely develops relationship with sentient
beings through the Buddha dharma), thereby building up
his or her own future Buddha land when the bodhisattva
becomes a Buddha. However, in the course of
benefitting and guiding all sentient beings, a bodhisattva
does not develop greed for or attachment towards
sentient beings. If greed or attachment develops in the
process of benefiting and guiding sentient beings, then
the bodhisattva has fallen into the desire for followers
[the wish to have many followers] and cannot build up
his or her future Buddha land.

A Discourse on the Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra, Vol. 4, p.15
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