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Although one acts in all dharmas that are neither
arising nor ceasing, one can adorn one’s body
with auspicious marks; such is the bodhisattva

practice.

Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra, \Vol. 2
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Thus bodhisattvas act in all dharmas that are neither
arising nor ceasing, but can adorn their reward-bodies,
form-bodies, embodiments, and response-bodies with
all kinds of auspicious marks pertaining to the five
aggregates, which are arising-and-ceasing dharmas;
such is the bodhisattva practice. In other words,
bodhisattvas act in compliance with the principle of
emptiness-nature without having to extinguish the
dharma-aspects of the mundane five aggregates: They
allow these dharma-aspects to continue to exist and can
even adorn them in many different ways, but at the
same time do not fail to comply with the reality of
emptiness-nature. This is a marked difference between
the Mahayana Bodhi and the Two-Vehicle Bodhi.

A Discourse on the Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra, Vol. 4, p. 61
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