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World-Honored One (Bhagavan)! From now on until the
attainment of Buddha Bodhi, I will embrace and never
forget Dharma. Why? It is because one who forgets the
Dharma will forget Mahayana, one who forgets the
Mahayana will forget Paramita, and one who forgets the
Paramita will not desire the Mahayana path.
Bodhisattvas who do not resolve to follow the Mahayana
way cannot hold the desire for Dharma, cannot enter into
the joy of Dharma, and can never have the eligibility to
transcend the state of ordinary beings. Seeing countless
faults as such and also seeing the unlimited benefits for
bodhisattvas who will embrace Dharma in the future, 1

resolve to take this Great Embracement.

The Lion's Roar of Queen Srimala, the single-vehicle great
expedience, the corrective and extensive Sutra
[Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra]
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That is to say that all the vows, the nine great vows as
mentioned previously, can be collected within the last
vow, that is, the vow of embracing the virtuous Dharma.
“To embrace and never forget the Dharma” will certainly
bring one beyond the level of mundane beings and keep
one away from the flaws of not embracing the Dharma.
Throughout the innumerable future lives, one who
embraces Dharma will become a great enlightened
bodhisattva in each life and therefore quickly achieve
Buddhahood. The benefits are immeasurable, so all

should adhere to this Great Embracing.

A Discourse on the Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra,
Vol. 1, p. 163
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To attain the First Fruit of the Liberation-Way, a person
who has eliminated the Three Fetters must possess the
skill of access concentration [upacdra-samadhi]. With
that, he can successfully align his mind and behavior
with this fruition and hence truly derive the benefits
associated with it. Only then can he be considered an
actual realizer of the First Fruit and not someone who
erroneously claims himself to have attained the fruition.
All Buddhist learners should take heed of this principle
and examine the validity of their own attainments in
accordance with it. Otherwise, one will inevitably incur
the karma of grievous false speech and fall into the three
evil paths in future lifetimes as a result. All Buddhist
learners should understand this principle and the severe

consequence of its disregard.

A

Chapter 4 The realization and alignment of Sravaka

Nirvana, Part I Qk_l}lufv\aga ~——
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