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Queen Srimala said to the Buddha: “All the vows
pledged by bodhisattvas, as numerous as the sands of the
Ganges, merge into the single great vow-- to embrace
the correct dharma. Embracing the correct dharma is

truly the great vow.”

The Lion's Roar of Queen Srimala, the single-vehicle great
expedience, the corrective and extensive Sutra

[Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra]
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The dharma revealed in the Srimaladevi Simhanada
Sutra 1s mainly to embrace the correct dharma.
Embracing the correct dharma is destroying the incorrect
teachings and manifesting the correct ones. Destroying
the incorrect teachings and manifesting the correct ones
1s to rescue sentient beings. Rescuing sentient beings is
accomplishing one’s future pure land which is attained
upon the achievement of Buddhahood. This is the true

meaning of embracing the correct dharma.

A Discourse on the Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra,
Vol. 1, p. 206
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A Chan practitioner cannot by way of dhyana
cultivation bring the conscious mind to the state of
“non-knowing of the six sense-objects”. He should not
think that such a state is just a state of or above the
second dhyana as in samapatti (Equal Arrival — deep
mental absorption) state wherein the consciousness
mind no longer discerns the five sense-objects, as the
latter state still operates within the bound of
consciousness; this state is not the Prajna Wisdom of
True Reality that a practitioner seeks to realize via the
tenet/principle of Chan. On the contrary, the
practitioner should cultivate the skill of meditative
concentration (dhyana), specifically, of guarding a
“Huatou” (pre-thoughts). And once his consciousness
has acquired the concentration skill, the praptitioner
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should allow it to immerse in and experience all
sixsense-objects. So, instead of residing in the dhyana
state, he should use this conscious mind, which is now
equipped with the merits of meditative concentration
skill (dhyana), to seek this “non-knowing of the six
sense-objects” — the True Mind, which exists
concurrently with the conscious mind. In short, the
conscious mind is aware of the six sense-objects, but it
is crucial that a Chan practitioner ought not regard the
conscious mind’s detachment from the five

sense-objects as the awakening to the True Mind.

The Dharma Eye of Chan School, p.360
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