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Only the Tathagatas, worthy of offerings and perfectly
enlightened, attain parinirvana due to their having
achieved perfect merits and virtues; arhats and
pratyekabuddhas have not perfected all merits and virtues
and are said to have attained nirvana only as an expedient

saying by the Buddha.

The Lion's Roar of Queen Srimala, the single-vehicle great
expedience, the corrective and extensive Sutra
[Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra]
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To say that arhats and pratyekabuddhas have realized the
remainderless nirvana is just the Buddha’s encouragement
out of compassion and expedients. In the process of
spreading the Buddha Dharma, it is necessary to show
sentient beings that arhats and pratyekabuddhas can
realize the remainderless nirvana in order to elicit their
strong faith. Otherwise, they will not develop sufficient
faith in the Buddha. Once their faith is firmly in place,
they can subsequently be led into the prajna and abide in
the way to Buddhahood; this is how the Buddha’s gradual

teaching in the progressive stages came into being.

A Discourse on the Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra, Vol. 2, p. 37
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