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World-Honored One, it is so, the entrenchment of
beginningless ignorance has the greatest power
compared to the four entrenchments of quantifiable
afflictions with regard to existences [of the three
realms]. For example, Papiyan the Evil One (mara), who
has mastery over form, strength, longevity, followers,
and resources, 1s the most superior among all celestial
beings residing in the Heaven Where Divinities Wield
Power Over Other’s Creations (paranirmita-vasavartin);
in the same way, the entrenchment of beginningless
ignorance has the greatest power compared to the other
four entrenchments of quantifiable afflictions with
regard to existences [of the three realms]. The
entrenchment of beginningless ignorance is the basis for
the higher afflictions as numerous as the grains of sand
in the Ganges; it allows for the long abiding of the four
kinds of entrenched afflictions and cannot be eliminated
by the wisdom of arhats or solitary realizers. Only the

Tathagata’s wisdom of enlightenment can eliminate it.



As such, World-Honored One, the entrenchment of
beginningless ignorance is the most powerful [entrenched

afflictions].

The Lion’s Roar of Queen Srimala, the Single-Vehicle
Great Expedience, the Corrective and Extensive Sutra
[Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra]

(¥ ed) $-4 F 181



Although arhats and solitary realizers have thoroughly
eliminated the four kinds of entrenched afflictions,
they have no idea yet how to decrease the
entrenchment of beginningless ignorance. Given this
fact, it is clear that the beginningless ignorance is the
most powerful [entrenched afflictions]. Even the saints
who have attained the Fourth Fruition of liberation
(after having thoroughly eliminated all misconceptions
about the self and self-attachment) cannot penetrate the
beginningless ignorance. In comparison, bodhisattvas
who have penetrated the beginningless ignorance can
at least eliminate the entrenchment of mistaken
views—to eliminate the affliction abandoned through
vision. This is the most basic meritorious quality

realized by bodhisattvas.

A Discourse on the Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra,
Vol. 2, p. 181
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